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TESCO BANK JUNIOR PLAYERS – NEWCASTLE PUPILS SHOW OFF THEIR SKILLS IN FRONT OF EAGLES CROWD 

Today, Friday 20th January, teams from four lucky Newcastle primary school had the opportunity to show off their basketball skills in front of a home Newcastle Eagles crowd.

The teams from Gosforth Central Middle, Gosforth Junior, St Pauls and St Vincents had booked their place in the finals after coming top against 500 pupils from other schools at a tournament the previous week.

Tesco Bank Junior Players is a flagship community coaching programme jointly led by the Foundation of Light, the Newcastle United Community Foundation and the Newcastle Eagles Community Foundation.  It gives young people in the region the opportunity to take part in physical activity and receive expert tuition from highly qualified coaches. This unique programme is first time three Foundations have collaborated on such a project. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The new Tesco Bank initiative also encompasses Hoops 4 Health; a programme delivered to primary or middle schools in the region with four themed sessions delivered by the Eagles Players which focus on hydration and the importance of water, the effects of sugar, fitness and learning to play basketball. 

Newcastle Eagles Head Coach/Player, Fab Flournoy, said:

“It is extremely important to get children active and educate them on leading a healthy lifestyle which is what Tesco Bank Junior Players is all about. There was some great action on the courts at the tournament and tonight was an exciting opportunity for the children to perform in front of our supporters. Tesco Bank Junior Players is fantastic initiative and we thank them for their support.”

Adele Mills, Tesco Bank Senior Community Investment Manager, said:

“I would like to congratulate not only all the teams who took part in tonight’s event, but also everyone who participated in last week’s tournament; it was wonderful to see so many children having fun while getting active. Our focus is to create opportunities for young people and encourage healthy choices which is undoubtedly an objective shared by the Newcastle Eagles Community Foundation. We are all delighted to see this this flagship partnership develop, allowing us to give something back to the communities which have supported us.”

The winning team on the night was Gosforth Junior Academy

ENDS

For media enquiries please contact:
Rachel Forbes, Progress Sponsorship & Communications		07846 907 613
Laura Moore, Tesco Bank						0131 479 1356

NOTES TO EDITORS

As part of Tesco, we recognise the importance of building trust with the communities in which we serve customers.  We do this by creating opportunities for young people, supporting local communities and encouraging healthy choices. 

That’s why, each year, our Community Programme has provided inspirational opportunities for 85,000 children by building skills and confidence and encouraging positive habits – helping them lead happier, healthier lives.

Over the last seven years, not only have we engaged 400,000 kids but we’ve also helped raise over £1.7million for charities and our employees have volunteered over 30,000 hours of their time to help good causes in their local communities.

Tesco Bank’s goal is to make banking and insurance easier and better value for people who shop at Tesco. We’ve been around since 1997 and today we help more than 6 million customers every day with everything from insuring their pets, to buying their first home.  Our 4,000 colleagues serve our customers seven days a week from our four main centres in Edinburgh, Glasgow and Newcastle, and we are also available through online and mobile banking 24/7. 

Tesco Underwriting (TU) is a partnership between Ageas (UK) and Tesco Bank. The primary focus is to underwrite Tesco Bank car and home insurance policies, and provide a claims service to customers. Sharing an office with Tesco Bank provides a great opportunity to work together for our community. Our values drive our business and making a difference is very important. 

Foundation of Light

Foundation of Light uses the power of football to involve, educate and inspire young people and their families through a broad range of innovative programmes helping improve lives across the North East.

Financially independent of Sunderland AFC, the Foundation of Light needs to raise more than £4m every year to continue its life-changing portfolio of programmes which engage more than 39,000 course registrants every year.

For more information about Foundation of Light, contact James Burman james.burman@foundationoflight.co.uk or call 0191 551 5199.

Newcastle United Foundation

Newcastle United Foundation is an independent and registered charity, supported by Newcastle United Football Club. It aims to use the local passion for football to encourage learning and promote healthy lifestyles that will make a real difference to the lives of children, young people and families in our region. Our aims are: 
· To promote active and healthy lifestyles, particularly in disadvantaged communities. 
· To inspire children to learn and help young people reach their potential.
· To engage young people in constructive activities that build safe, strong communities.
Last year the Foundation worked with 50,000 individuals across a range of sports, health and education projects.

Newcastle Eagles Community Foundation

Eagles Community Foundation works as far south as Hartlepool and north to Berwick. The Foundation now offers 52 basketball club sites, benefiting more than 1500 young people per week. This has been achieved through the hard work of a dedicated group of people who work with partners, funders, schools, universities, colleges and of course families. The Foundation and club work tirelessly to provide a structure that is unique in the country and used as a case of best practice not only with the governing body but also sport England. For further information please contact Sam Blake on 0191 2453881 or s.blake@eaglescommunityfoundation.com 


Tesco Bank is a trading name of Tesco Personal Finance plc. Registered in Scotland No. 173199. Registered Address: Interpoint Building, 22 Haymarket Yards, Edinburgh, EH12 5BH.
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