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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	York eagles

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys Playoff 1st Round

	Date
	25th March 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	65
	V
	54
	York Eagles



	


Report
As the only School of Excellence team playing into the post-season the U14s had a lot resting on their performance against York Eagles. With the league games split 1-1 both sides knew that the game would be a closely fought contest and that was exactly what it proved to be. 
In the first quarter the away side simply steam-rolled their hosts, starting on a 10-0 run with a couple of huge shots from behind the arc propelling the Newcastle Eagles into a commanding lead. York would find a response after a poor defensive rotation led to an easy layup but a couple of big steals leading to easy scores saw the away team’s lead further increase, with the quarter finishing 4-16 in favour of the team from Newcastle. 
The second quarter was a much more even affair, as the hosts began to get to the basket more regularly and add to the two scores they were held to in the first quarter. Despite their success, the home side simply couldn’t get enough stops to reduce the deficit and another big shot from behind the arc for the away side kept the lead in double figures going into the half (22-20), (26-36). 
The boys from Newcastle knew they had created a significant advantage but given that York had come from behind to win the last meeting between the two teams everyone was fully aware the game was not over yet! The third quarter was a scrappy affair with both teams struggling to put the ball in the hoop. York kept running on-ball screen after on-ball screen in an effort to create dribble breakdown but time and time again the Eagles defence was resolute in keeping them out of the paint. On offence the away side were doing a better job of rebounding the ball, with a number of scores in the quarter coming off easy put backs on the glass. The quarter finished 12-10 in favour of the hosts, with the lead cut to just eight points (38-46). 
Going into the fourth quarter the Newcastle Eagles were still confident they had more to give. York would of course come out fighting but the away side were alert to the threats and fully focused as the game reached its climax. York would get within three points (51-54) at one stage but every time they edged closer to levelling it the away side had a response. With three minutes left to play the travelling Eagles would mount their crucial run. Back to back scores would stretch the lead to seven, taking the game away from the hosts. With the clock winding down, York would get a consolation score, before another five point haul for the Eagles put the game to bed (16-19)(54-65). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Credit must go to York Eagles who fought exceptionally hard all game but the Newcastle Eagles would take their record against the Conference North winners to 2-1 and advance to the next round of the playoffs – their opponents next weekend, Manchester Magic. 
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