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2015/16 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	York Eagles

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys North East Development League

	Date
	17th December 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	64
	V
	89
	York Eagles



	


Report
After a successful first half of the 2016-2017 season, the Newcastle Eagles had safely secured second seed in the North East division, right on the heels of York Eagles yet with a game still in hand as they both would meet again in a highly anticipated matchup. After a confident win the first time round with a 30+ point lead after the half, and finishing with a 16 point lead at home, the Eagles would travel to York in an attempt to repeat after a long season and set themselves up as they mean to continue in the new year.
As the first quarter began it was apparent that York made major improvements as they applied full-court pressure throughout the first quarter. The Eagles started slow and handled the pressure adequately but frequent errors led to costly turnovers and lapses on defence added to their struggles. Although converting an average 16 points for the quarter, York notched 27 in total as the away side where left a bit shell-shocked, as should have been expected, York wanted to avoid another crushing defeat. The Eagles rallied at times during the later stages of the quarter but a lack of chemistry and communication on offence cost them valuable possessions, and failing to execute on defence led to multiple free-throw attempts, and consequently, enabling York to maintain a comfortable margin.
The second quarter was not much of an improvement as the Eagles stagnant offence and lack of synergy led to poor shot selection and penetration. York continued to dominate the boards and play a good transition game as they dominated the quarter scoring 27 to the Eagles 14 and were on pace them blow them out of the building. The Eagles fought well in stages but could not maintain a decent rhythm as continual lapses defensively allowed York to take advantage in the paint. After such a solid performance the first time round the Eagles didn’t seem like their normal selves, as the half drew to a close, giving up a disappointing 54 points, 4 more points than they allowed all game in their previous meeting.
After a difficult first half, the third quarter was an improvement both offensively and defensively as the Eagles ball movement and execution became a little more consistent throughout. While attempting to adjust to York style of play the Eagles confidence began to grow as their rhythm started to return. Inside scoring was key during the course of the quarter as the Eagles perimeter shooting caused them difficulties throughout, especially in the first half. As the quarter drew to a close they managed to hold on to take the third 18-14, yet it would not be enough to significantly reduce the deficit to allow them to get back into contention.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The fourth quarter would leave the Eagles with a 20 point deficit to overcome as they battled through frustration, fatigue, discouragement and failure. Ultimately the Eagles had to overcome three quarters of errors within 10 minutes of play and a crucial lesson to be reflected upon. As the quarter began, both teams played with an eagerness to win, as both teams traded baskets throughout. The Eagles fell behind midway through, as again perimeter shooting and opportunities in the paint fell short at crucial moments. Consistency was still an issue at times, but a lack a teamwork and off the ball caused the offence to stagnate too often. Defensively things had improved slightly but slow transition recovery caused the Eagles to fall behind after playing a hard fought third quarter. There was nothing the Eagles could do but watch their undefeated record slip from their grasp as the better team put their stamp on the game. York ended the Eagles streak 89 to 64 as they celebrated sending the home side home with an embarrassing performance and crushing defeat.
In reflection it was certainly a lesson well learned for the young and enthusiastic side, as nothing can replace work ethic, discipline and intensity along with teamwork no matter how much talent a team may possess. Not the expected result the Eagles were hoping for, however this loss ought to burn deep in their minds so as to remember the consequences of complacency, and also the fact that this is an experience they will sure refuse to have repeated.
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