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2015/16 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	Tees Valley Mohawks

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys North East Development League

	Date
	19th November 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	67
	V
	65
	Tees Valley Mohawks



	


Report
After a successful home result last week against Leeds Force II, the league leaders played host to Tees Valley Mohawks who were currently ranked 4th in the NBL standings just behind Killamarsh Derbyshire Arrows with a game in hand. The Mohawks two dominant forces in Jack Winter and Dan Kelsey would be what would stand between the Eagles undefeated record and a possible removal from the top spot they currently held being 6-0. Both Mohawks players possessed a considerable size advantage over the smaller Eagles front-court, having the potential to create matchup issues and challenges in defending the paint. A fiery display of competition would surely ensue between both sides as the Mohawks eagerly looked to overthrow the Eagles unblemished record, while the Eagles sought to show that they can compete with teams that could prove to be a potential threat.
As the first quarter got under way, the Mohawks controlled the tip as Kelsey volleyed the ball into the front-court, opening up an immediate advantage in the painted area as a Kelsey post-up saw the Mohawks score first basket of the game. The Eagles attempted to respond but would miss three field-goals in one possession including one three. Consequently the Mohawks broke out in transition with a near miss cleared up by Kelsey for an AND1, whilst also knocking down his free-throw attempt. The Eagles ball movement and penetration was consistent, although open attempts rattled in and out from long-range and others riming out also. The Mohawks taking the defensive rebound, broke out the gates as a Kelsey outlet to Winter saw an AND1 again, while the free-throw attempt fortunately fell short. The Eagles struggled to get shots to drop as another Winter rebound led to yet another long-range jumper, extending the Mohawks lead yet again. Despite early struggles from deep the Eagles remained aggressive on the glass on the following possession clearing up a short jumper with a rebound and put-back for their first score of the game. The Mohawks led throughout the opening minutes of the quarter 9-2 with 7:35 to go while the Eagles progressively begun building momentum. A blitz on Winter would see the Eagles come up with a steal leading to a transition two to narrow the Mohawks lead. The following minutes would see both teams trade basket for basket throughout the quarter as the Eagles slowly narrowed the deficit. The Mohawks Dan Kelsey and Jack Winter would carry the offensive load as Kelsey would drive and draw contact, while throwing up wild right handed scoop shot which surprisingly drops as everything continues to fall for the visitors. The Eagles however managed to reign in the score 21-17 with 2:07 left to go. The Eagles continue to struggle with their shooting efforts whilst too many turnovers and minor errors were costing them valuable possessions. The Mohawks ended the quarter 24-17 as Winter and Kelsey control the game going into the second.

The second quarter begun as the Eagles starters would rotate in as Winter and Kelsey remain in the game. The Eagles looked to strike first but come up short with three missed field goals on their first few possessions. The home side managed to contain both Kelsey and Winter early as a Winter three-point attempt was blocked. After a missed jumper in transition the Eagles were able to clear up the boards and convert the first score of the quarter. Following possessions would see the home team go on an 11-2 run as they claw back the deficit to 3, 24-21 with 6:56 to go. Both teams would again trade baskets on the following possessions as they slowly fought their way back into contention. As a Kelsey fadeaway falls short, The Eagles got out to run as a transition three from O’Brien gave the Eagles their first lead of the game as the crowed urged the Eagles on. As the quarter progressed both teams played the transition game with no avail, as neither side could convert in the open court. The all-blacks saw an opportunity late as a full-court press would force an 8 second violation as they gain possession of the ball maintaining their two point lead.
Both teams rotate in as Kelsey and Winter remain in to carry the load. The Eagles managed to get to the charity stripe but were unable to convert their free-throws as their struggles from the line begin to cost them valuable points. Meanwhile the Mohawks are able to knock down a pair of their own. On the following plays the Mohawks falter defensively and allow a middle drive as the Eagles knock down a bank-shot in the lane. Both sides attempted to put pressure on the interior as neither side could come up with a score. The Mohawks isolate Kelsey late for easy two in the post tying the score at 30-30 with 1:24 left to go. The Eagles return fire after drawing a foul resulting in an inbounds opportunity but hastily throw wide pass, which is intercepted by Winter as an Eagles chase-down leads to a poor foul and AND1 as the aways fans erupt loudly. After the missed free-throw both teams commit consecutive turnovers as a result of poor decision making. After another open court attempt with a near miss by the Eagles, the Mohawks lob-pass is picked off by O’Brien as he converts a contested transition three from deep putting the Eagles up by one to the cheers of the fans and players. The Mohawks were unable to answer back as a Winter miss from half-court saw the Eagles fight their way back into the game, finishing the quarter 16-8 going into half-time.
After an exciting second quarter both teams looked to come out swinging as the game remained close at 33-32. As the quarter begun the Eagles turned the ball over early while a missed field-goal by Winter turned over the ball. As the Eagles progressed the ball, they swung the ball well, remained patient and tried to play with a little more poise than at first, finding Jones down the lane for a uncontested floater in the paint putting the them up by three. The all-blacks were solid defensively early as the Mohawks Kelsey and Winter travel under pressure on a few separate possessions. Kelsey responds with a strong rebound and AND1 but is unable to convert the extra free-throw attempt as the score remained within one. Defensively the Eagles were forcing turnovers and coming up with steals at the right time but just couldn’t get shots to drop as did the Mohawks Kelsey and Winter as they also struggle down low. The Eagles comeback with a deep three by Jones but commit an unnecessary foul on Kelsey seeing him knock down two free-throws.
With 5:30 left in the quarter, Mamuini is freed-up by a ball-screen for an uncontested lay-up giving the Eagles a three point lead. After a scramble on the following play, the Mohawks Winter respond in desperation and knocks down a uncharacteristic three to the score with 4:23 left on the clock. The Mohawks call timeout as the score remains tied at 40-40 a piece as both teams go back and forth battling for the lead. After the timeout Kelsey scores early after the Eagles overcommit in the high-post leaving the lob-pass open. With the Mohawks leading by two, the Eagles move the ball around the perimeter to Mamuini as he finds an opening for a tight drive and lay-up to squeeze in a two before the 24 second clock expired, again tying the score at 42-42 as both fan bases cheer their teams on. Winter then responds with one of his own putting the Mohawks up two. The Eagles fight back with an immediate full-court drive by Mamuini for a rough foul seeing Mamuini go down hard whilst getting the AND1 as the Eagles fans raise their voices even louder. After missing the free-throw the Eagles put the Mohawks on the line with 3 minutes left as they fail to make either free-throw. In response the Eagles Jone manages to churn out a floater in traffic to put the Eagles up two yet again.
As the quarter continued the atmosphere intensified as both sides refused to lose as they relentlessly hounded one another on both ends of the court with lead change after lead change. As the Mohawks came up with the subsequent possession, a Winter miss founds its way into Mamuini’s hands as the Eagles blitz out in transition for a hard and aggressive drive with a Kelsey block attempt leading to a hard foul. With Mamuini unable to knock down both free-throws Kelsey and Winter had their share of opportunities but near misses followed by a poor foul sent Winter to the line for two. After missing the first and making the second helped the Mohawks draw within one. The Eagles would be put in a tough spot late with a defensive foul on starter Mamuini sending him to the bench as Kelsey primary stopper and a Winter jump shot late gave the Mohawks the lead. With the crowed behind the all-blacks, they retaliate with a layup in traffic as Jones ties the score 48-48 with 44 seconds on the clock. After a few rough possessions from both side the Eagles commit an unfortunate touch foul sending the Mohawks to the line, making only one, gave them the one point lead as the quarter was coming to a close. With only a few seconds left on the clock the Eagles had a chance to take the lead after a crucial travelling violation gave them the last possession of the quarter. The Eagles found Jones at the top of the key as he drops a long clean three as the crowd erupts with excitement before the clock hit zero. The all-blacks fought tooth and nail to make a third quarter comeback and to gain the lead 51-49 going into the fourth out scoring Mohawks 18-17 in a tightly fought quarter.
Going into the fourth the Eagles held a narrow lead 51-49. Tees Valley looked inside early to Winter but came up short as the Eagles secured the rebound. The all-blacks moved the ball swiftly in response to find an open Jones three-ball from the top of the key to extend their lead to five. The Eagles on the following play would come up with a steal as a Kelsey turnover led to an open court opportunity but was contested as it it fell short to the dismay of the Eagles fans as the game remained close. Upon a Winter rebound the Mohawks broke out to attack a slowly recovering Eagles defence to get to the line for a possible three point play. With a missed Winter free-throw attempt the Eagles came up with the rebound but failed to convert on the other end once again.
Winter and Kelsey dominated the boards on the subsequent possession but would struggle down in the paint to convert multiple opportunities given up by the all-blacks, fortunately ending in a defensive rebound as the Eagles re-gain possession of the ball. The Eagles still continued to struggle with their mid-range game but managed to get to the line with a near miss in the painted area to draw commitment from the Mohawks sagging defence. After missing the first, and missing the second Kelsey would the break-out the gates for a difficult two of the glass to narrow the deficit and put them within reaching distance. The Eagles shooting woes continued inside and out as even open opportunities would fail to drop whilst Kelsey and Winter steadily gained traction as the quarter progressed. Turnovers and poor passing would prove to be problematic for the home side and costly as each possession allowed the Mohawks to claw their way back into the game.
At this point the score was tied at 53-53 with 6:48 to go as the Eagles put Winter on the charity strip as this would potentially see them fall behind. Winter made the first and the second to give the Mohawks their first lead of the quarter. The Eagles would fail to reposed on a high pick and roll as the inside attempt fell short. Tees Valley in response would fortunately put up an ill advised shot on the other end and and another subsequent travel call on Winter would give the Eagles another chance to stay in the game. After another rough possession and a near miss for the Eagles, the Mohawks outlet saw Kelsey score from down low to the taunting of the Mohawks bench. Unfortunately two more missed three-point attempts by the home team would allow Winter to break away for another tough contested two. The Eagles would falter again with a traveling violation at a crucial point in the game as their hopes of an undefeated record began to slip through their fingers.
Kelsey again seeking to assert his dominance took the ball full court and converted a difficult two to see them pull away. Tees Valley again took control with a long Winter field-goal to the eruption of the away fans as they sought to put the nail in the coffin. As the clock passed the four and half minute mark the Eagles pushed the ball down the lane to get to the line for free throws and an opportunity to convert two open shots.
The Eagles took a timeout with 4:24 remaining. Down ten with only a narrow window to get themselves back in the game, one would only hope that the Eagles could dig deep as their first loss of the season was soon to be a realised if they could not find a way to raise their game.
The Eagles switched up their offence to take advantage of Kelsey in the high-post as a Mamuini mismatch might open up the lanes for better shooting opportunities and free up the paint. As the Eagles went to the line both free-throws fell short as both teams scrambled frantically for the loose ball with Winter gaining possession for the Mohawks. Winter flew out on the wing to find O’Brien positioned in the post, as Winter attacks he is tied up and consequently travels giving the Eagles possession of the ball, to the relief of the Eagles fans and players. The Eagles would set-up well but fail to score with two attempts narrowly falling short. Kelsey would in return take control of the ball as the clock continued to count-down. The Mohawks immediately hoisted up a long ill-advised three as the ball would fall into the hands of the Eagles backcourt. As the ball progressed up court a post-up on the elbow, and a quick basket-cut would open up the lane but again the Eagles would miss a much needed field-goal as the Mohawks comfortably maintain their lead. After a rebound by Winter, the Eagles force a turnover by Winter as the ball is dribbled out of bounds.
Upon the inbound O’Brien playing point wisely allowed for a seal in the high-post as a Mamuini face-up and drive allowed him to squeeze in a tight two bringing their scoring drought to an end. As the crowd urged on the Eagles, Winter would miss an early drive and turnover the ball out of bounds. O’Brien would again control the offence as another Mamuini matchup with Kelsey allowed a shot-fake and drive from the right elbow, as a difficult shot of the glass provided the Eagles with back to back baskets as they drew within six. The Eagles contained Winter well as the quarter continued as he was forced to put up a long two, whilst Kelsey flew in for a put-back with the ball rimming out. Mamuini would secure the rebound and go all out full-court for a beautiful euro-step and layup as the fans cheered with excitement as Winter stood expecting contact.
The momentum and energy began to shift in favour of the Eagles as Kelsey would travel on a drive to give the Eagles another shot at winning the game. The Eagles moved the ball well on the following possession to find an open roller as Kelsey came up with a huge block to deny the Eagles comeback. Winter finding Kelsey in response allowed a quick drive for the high-post drove the lane but failed to convert the open two. The Eagles Allan came up with a big defensive rebound whilst the clock continued to count down with the Mohawks still leading. The Eagles Mamuini looked inside to Allan on the following half-court possession as the ball is kicked-out to O’Brien for a quick drive with the short jumper rattling in and out as the Eagles fans and on-lookers watched anxiously. A Winter rebound and long-pass pass saw Jones intercept for a steal to find a cutting Mamuini inside for a tightly squeezed lay-up past Kelsey, as again the crowed erupted as they cheered on the Eagles comeback.
With 1:18 left on the clock the Eagles found themselves down two 63-61 as the last minute of the game approached. The Eagles would unfortunately foul sending the ball to the sideline. As the ball is inbounded to Winter, the Eagles contested the long two as Allan comes up with huge rebound as a ill-timed miscommunication on the reversal saw the them turnover the ball as the crowed responded in dismay.
With 56 second left on the clock and down 2 Winter would find Kelsey in the high-post for a return pass as Winter would receive a travelling call giving possession back to the all-blacks as the crowed roared as they anxiously. As a Mamuini post-up signalled a entry-pass, Kelsey deflects the ball to half-court as Mamuini frantically chases down the loose ball to keep it in play. As the clock hits 40 seconds and still down two the Mohawks are called for illegal defence resulting in the ball being taken out of bounds.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Upon the inbound O’Brien find Jones on a cross-screen as he drives to collapse the defence, finding Mamuini with a sagging Kelsey under the basket. Mamuini drives middle as Winter trails and Kelsey looks to deny the shot. Mamuini explodes with a euro-step to split the double team and lays the ball up with the left to tie the game as the crowed goes crazy with a possible overtime looming. With 29 seconds on the clock Winter pushes the ball up court as an entry pass into Kelsey is deflected and stolen. Mamuini chases down the loose ball as he gains possession to break away for an uncontested two to put the Eagles in the lead as the crowed loose their minds. As the Eagles raise their voices and the crowed screams as they look on, Winter finds Kelsey in the post for a tough contested turnaround jumper in the paint to tie the score, as again the away fans erupt with screams and cheers for the Mohawks. With only 10 seconds left on the clock the ball is quickly inbounded by O’Brien to Mamuini as the crowed are on the edge of their seats along with the Eagles on-lookers. As the crowed counts down from five Mamuini crosses half-court, Jones sets a last second screen to force a switch on Mamuini as he drives the lane. As screams arise from the Eagles fans and Kelsey recovers to the ball, Winter steps up to contest Mamuini in the lane. Mamuini lets the shot go at the key as Kelsey flies in from behind for a block and Winter contests the shot as the crowed count the last two seconds on the clock. The ball kisses the glass and finds the inside of the rim as the last second is belched out by the crowed. The ball pauses for an extra bounce on the back of the rim before falling as the Eagles fans and players erupt in celebration with the Eagles closeout the game 67-65 on a last second game winner. With the Mohawks looking on in shock the Eagles make their comeback to defend their unbeaten record and overcome a difficult shooting drought to take home their most exciting win of the season.
Sam Mamuini dropped the last 14 Eagles points to inspire an unlikely comeback that saw the Eagles retain their top spot in the standing keeping their play-off hopes alive. Whilst Kelsey and Winter scored 60 of Tees Valley’s 65 and courageously carried their team to a near victory as they committed a full 40 minutes a piece along with an all around effort, the Eagles would come out on top as they move on and remain unbeaten as they look to take on Chesterfield Flight.
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