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2015/16 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	York Eagles

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys North East Development League

	Date
	1st October 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	66
	V
	50
	York Eagles



	


Report
The Newcastle Eagles season opener of the 2016-2017 season took place on their home court against York Eagles as they eagerly awaited to get their season under way. After a gruelling pre-season regime, the Eagles felt confident and prepared to make a good run, to open the game well, and start as they mean to go on. York Eagles most definitely possessed a significant height advantage towering over the smaller Eagles. Logic says that York should of had an easy time handling a smaller opponent but then the game commenced.
The first quarter opened with York winning the tip. However, the Eagles would soon, within seconds force a turnover after some immediate ball pressure to gain possession early. The Eagles moved the ball well and found a flurry of open but missed opportunities, however they managed to convert the first basket on a put back. York did struggle early with the Eagles defensive efforts and aggressive pressure on and off the ball, even being out rebounded for the majority of the quarter. York continued to struggle to keep up with the pace of the smaller Eagles high octane offence as they again drilled another outside field goal. The Eagles continued to outhustle and outplay the bigger York Eagles on offence and defence. Sheer determination, heart and willingness to give a perfect effort on every play gave them the lead 8-0 with 5:30 remaining. Although the Eagles did commit numerous "touch" fouls during the later stages of the quarter, they managed to maintain a confident lead throughout. It seemed to be that size didn't at all matter as they kept charge of the first quarter, even the guard play against bigger defenders couldn't stop contested ice-cold jump shots being made from a variety of spots on the floor. While the majority of the points scored by York came from the charity stripe, the Eagles confidently pulled ahead ending the first quarter 16-7.
The second quarter again was opened with an early scoring opportunity for the Eagles after a few fortunately recovered loose balls. They continued to frustrate York’s big-men as they struggled close to the rim, while again after another steal the Eagles quickly scored their second in transition. Again the home-side rebounded and found yet another open jump shot as they continued their run scoring for their third in a row. Catching fire, the Eagles made it four in a row, then five in a row after two big blocks, then six in a row after a 3-pointer on the break. Meanwhile York took a timeout after feeling exhausted trying to keep up with the pace of the game. At this point there was 5:30 left in the quarter as the Eagles led 29-7. The onslaught continued with a corner three, then another step-back three off a double-screen, another field-goal and to top off the 21-point run another 3-pointer to beat the 24-second clock to end the 24-0 run. York managed to halt the run with a few cutbacks of their own to cap off the quarter 24-6 and to end the half 40-13 as the Eagles went into the second half.

Third quarter was a slightly rushed start for both sides as ill-advised shots, and a few too many turnovers occurred without good spacing. The Eagles converted the first basket of the quarter, however they did struggle at times to deny middle-lane penetration while York still couldn't turn around their open opportunities. York moved the ball well, while the Eagles managed to go up 4-0. The Eagles didn't quite maintain the same intensity as in the first half and allowed to many open lanes which led to York tying the score at 4-4. The Eagles long-range shooting was inconsistent for a short while as they wouldn't quite drop even though opportunities were wide open. York played aggressive offensively and managed to pull ahead after scoring deep in the paint with 4:13 left to go after a timeout by the Eagles as they still led 46-21. The home side responded well but York managed to gain some consistency on the boards and with a string a put-backs helped them draw closer. The Eagles poor spacing gave York running opportunities after some unnecessary turnovers that led to York making a small comeback. As York pulled closer the Eagles notched up 3 consecutive baskets with a deep three off an inbounds play nearing the end of the quarter as they tied up the quarter scores 18-18 to finish 58-31 going into the fourth.
As the fourth quarter began a quick touch foul sent the Eagles starting point guard to the bench with 5 fouls as they sought to deny York's inside play. Poor help defence led to second chance opportunities for York. The Eagles knuckled down for the following minutes as they kept attacking York’s interior and made 3 consecutive shots to go on a 3-0 run. At this point the clock was at 6:38 with the score being 64-34 as the Eagles stretched the lead to 30. Both sides played a scrappy fourth as turnovers were abundant. York took advantage of the Eagles smaller rotations as they punished them deep as the Eagles failed to help in the post. Although York was pulling back the deficit the Eagles showed signs of improvement, even though foul trouble was an issue sending York's big men to the stripe, they were however able to hold off York until the final minutes, closing the game by a comfortable margin 66-50.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was an exciting and thrilling game to open up the season and if the Eagles can play all four quarters as they did the first half in the games to come, they have a great opportunity to go far this season. All remains to be seen as they look ahead to their next matchup against East Durham Lions.

image1.jpeg
NEWCASTLE &

EAGLES

SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE




