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2015/16 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	Leeds Force II

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys North East Development League

	Date
	12th November 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	109
	V
	30
	Leeds Force II



	


Report
After a 101-24 blowout over Leeds Tigers the Eagles remained top of the North-East standings as they hosted Leeds Force II. Another victory would see them control the top spot and push them closer to securing a playoff spot in the post-season.
The first quarter was a decent start for the Eagles, controlling from the tip, scoring the first 3 baskets within the first few minutes of the game. Approaching the fourth minute of the quarter the Eagles interior scoring efforts and aggressive rebounding allowed them to stretch their lead to 14-1. The Eagles faltered defensively on a few occasions, allowing Leeds to go to the free-throw line while fortunately only being able to knock down 1 of 6 attempts. The Eagles responded by attacking late to get to the charity strip themselves but also struggled to convert missing 4 of 4. After some inconsistencies from the line the Eagles went on a 6-0 run in transition while Leeds responded with two late field goals to narrow the Eagles lead. The Eagles closed out the quarter with a fairly confident lead 22-9.
As the second quarter commenced, the Eagles needed to address defensive woes to allow them to control the tempo of the game along with better ball movement offensively. Upon opening the quarter it was apparent that the away side ramped up their efforts and communication early as they dropped 10 straight unanswered points within the first 3 and half minutes of the quarter. Leeds struggled to break the three-point line as pressure from the Eagles backcourt provided steal after steal leaving them open in transition as they continued to pull away with another 6 points in under a minute. The Eagles continued to dominate the boards and run and gun throughout the quarter leading to a 31-0 run before being ended by a free-throw attempt by the home team. The Eagles put their stamp on the game from this point on as they ended the quarter 33-1.
After a dominant first half the Eagles began the third quarter where they left off going on a 12-0 run within the first five minutes of the quarter. Rebounding and defensive communication again were key as this supported their transition opportunities in the open court. Leeds struggled throughout as in the last quarter and failed to adjust leading to poor decision making offensively which gave the Eagles the opportunity to control each possession one play at a time. Leeds interior shot attempts eventually yielded them 4 points in the paint but didn’t last long, as the Eagles responded fervently with 12 unanswered field-goals to yet again stretch their lead. After a confident end to the third the Eagles took it 27-4, leading 82-14 going into the fourth.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The fourth quarter was an ideal time for the Eagles bench to have a chance at being able to compete without the help of their starters. The Eagles opened the quarter quickly with a transition layup while Leeds quickly responded with two of their own. It was apparent that the Eagles began to struggle with turnovers giving Leeds extra possessions as they converted their points in the paint as they led the quarter for the first time 12-6. After struggling out the gate the Eagles starters picked up the slack as Leeds struggled to score for the remaining minutes of the game. The Eagles front court dominated the quarter as they outscored Force 22-4 to end the game 109-30.
While Leeds were unable to compete with the more athletic Eagles, it would nonetheless propel the Eagles even further in their pursuit of excellence and a chance at holding onto their league leading record. On and upward as the next matchup would be with a more competitive Tees Valley Mohawks who could potentially overthrow the Eagles 6-0 run.
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