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2015/16 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	East Durham Lions

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys North East Development League

	Date
	7th January 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	104
	V
	15
	East Durham Lions



	


Report
After a successful first half of the 2016-2017 season, the Newcastle Eagles had safely secured second in the North East division, right on the heels of York Eagles yet with a game still in hand. Although suffering a crushing defeat at the hands of York, the Eagles start afresh after a well needed rest to refocus themselves on what lies ahead. Playing host to East Durham Lions, the home side looked to rectify their passivity, to bounce back confidently and begin the new year as they wish they had ended it.
The first quarter from the beginning, showed a fiery display of excellent team defence as the Eagles opened up the tip with the first score of the game. Throughout the quarter the Eagles newly adapted defence worked well as Durham struggled to move the ball without the risk of turning it over. Steals were in abundance as consistent denial of Durham reversing the basketball opened up numerous fast break opportunities which gave the Eagles a significant lead. Durham struggled to adjust early but managed to squeeze out 6 points before the quarter ended. The Eagles emphasis on rebounding and improving their help defence was a key factor in controlling the game early. The Eagles dropped 23 in the quarter to Durhams 6, taking a convincing lead going into the second.
As the second quarter ensued, the Eagles stepped it up a notch applying full-court pressure, forcing turnovers leading to easy field goals in transition. After being 20 points up and switching up to a half-court press, the Eagles continued to stifle Durhams backcourt as they continued to stretch their lead. Durham continued to make errors offensively, hoisting ill advised shots which opened up easy rebounding opportunities for the Eagles front-court. As the Eagles maintained their intensity and a more fluent offensive flow, they dominated a difficult quarter for the Lions as they ended the quarter 26 to 2 going into the second half with a 49-8 lead.
[bookmark: _GoBack]After a much improved first half the Eagles continued to up the tempo offensively even as perimeter shooting began to improve. The story was yet the same for the Lions as they couldn’t seem to solve their offensive woes. After a difficult loss to swallow at the hands of York, the Eagles seemed to leave nothing to chance as they held Durham to 4 points in the quarter. The story was much the same as the second as they notched an extra point over the second period at 27. After gaining so much rhythm during the course of the first half the home side were in good flow and whilst controlling the game on both ends, still continued to make minor improvements.
The fourth quarter again was a steady improvement for the Eagles scoring 28 in the period as Durham notched 3. The Eagles continued ramping up pressure as it was clear that having a well needed rest was rejuvenating. Again rebounding was a key factor as extra possessions provided second chance opportunities throughout.

The Eagles confidently brought the game to an end early on as the final whistle went, fishing the game 104 to 15. The Eagles showed a more solid resolve this time round scoring 29 points more over their last meeting in Durham and holding Durham to virtually the same point total from 18 down to 15. Their performance showed healthy signs for the young Eagles after their previous loss raised some concerns that needed to be rectified. The Eagles now look ahead to a more competitive side next week as they take on Derbyshire Arrows away.
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