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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	Leeds Force II

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys North East Development League

	Date
	11th February 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	111
	V
	34
	Leeds Force II
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Report
As it stands the Newcastle Eagles currently hold the top spot in the standing just ahead of York as they were awarded a win last week against Leeds Tigers a result of no attendance. Looking ahead to today's matchup would see Newcastle travel to Leeds to take on Leeds Force II, against whom, they came away with a 109 - 30 victory in their previous contest.
Upon winning the tip-off, the first quarter was a one-sided affair for the most part, as the Eagles controlled the pace and tempo of the game throughout. Defensively things could have been smoother at times for the away side as Leeds capitalised on open opportunities being provided for them by the Eagles lapses on defence. Fortunately, those issues ceased not soon after, as the Eagles pounded the boards and controlled the paint leading them into the second quarter 36-5.
The second quarter was interesting to say the least. Not only did Leeds manage to convert a surprising 14 points, but the Eagles were on the receiving end of three technical fouls for a supposed delay of game. However unreasonable, officiating began to affect their mindset as frustrations began to come to the surface at times. Although the quarter proved to be a chippy affair, the Eagles managed to squeeze of a reasonable 26 to maintain a strong lead going into the second half.
Considering the residual side-effects of the second quarter officiating and momentary woes, the Eagles remained composed as they clamped down defensively to allow Leeds a difficult 8 points. Scoring 20 of their own with major contributions from the bench gave the Eagles a considerable lead. Rebounding and spacing although poor at stages, did improve to open up driving lanes for the Eagles backcourt as they would have a plethora of scoring opportunities. Showing signs of stability and rectifying issues on both ends kept the Eagles in good shape to go into the fourth quarter 82-27.
The fourth quarter was very much a repeat of the first as the Eagles bench stepped up to contribute a significant portion of their scoring. Defensively it was a much better improvement over the last few quarters as communication and teamwork took a front seat over individual play. Again, rebounding was a key factor, especially in transition as running the fast-break provided easy conversions late. Scoring 29 in the quarter was expected as Leeds struggled to maintain appropriate execution on both ends giving the Eagles more opportunities to gain a steady advantage. As the quarter drew to a close Leeds converted 7 to the Eagles 29 as they close of the game confidently and comfortably 111-34.
Although it was not the desired result in comparison to their previous matchup, under the circumstances, it was an acceptable performance. However, their next matchup coming in the next few weeks would see them turn to Tees Valley for an exciting rematch which will be a significant test of their capabilities to execute under pressure.
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