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2015/16 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	Killamarsh Derbyshire Arrows

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys North East Development League

	Date
	[bookmark: _GoBack]14th January 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	76
	V
	37
	Killamarsh Derbyshire Arrows



	


Report
After a confident and dominant win last week against East Durham Lions, the Eagles would make their way down south to take on Killamarsh Derbyshire Arrows.
As the first quarter began, the Eagles took control of the tip and confidently converted the first basket of the game. After the first few minutes elapsed it was apparent that Derbyshire seemed flustered by a relentless full-court press which led them to trail 14-2 during the early stages of the quarter. The Eagles strategy was paying off quickly as their half-court and full-court press was opening up countless opportunities in transition allowing them to control the tempo of the game. After a good first half to the quarter, The Eagles defensive consistency wained a little allowing the Arrows to end the quarter with an extra 7 points that came way to easy. It was a great start to the game for the Eagles although errors would be inevitable at times, however their overall defensive presence was tough to match as Derbyshire struggled on the whole on both ends. The Eagles sealed the quarter 19-9.
As the second quarter commenced the Eagles started where they left off. Perimeter shooting was inconsistent throughout, however rebounding on both ends allowed them to maintain a healthy margin as the quarter progressed. Good inside play, and dominance on the boards opened up extra scoring opportunities for the Eagles as they continued to steadily stretch their lead. Derbyshire managed to get to the stripe a few times and come up with some difficult shots, shots that should have been better defended, however better ball and player movement provided enough support offensively to keep the Eagles rolling into the second half 39-22.
The third quarter was a closer affair as both team competed with a high degree of urgency and competitiveness as things got a little chippy from time to time. Both teams battled back and fourth as the Eagles second unit held themselves well and shot the ball much better than in the first half. Again rebounding was key for the travellers as it provided some good open looks from the perimeter, however shots just wouldn’t fall. After a slightly rocky third quarter the Eagles still controlled the game fairly confidently as they moved into the fourth period with a 54-31 lead.
As the fourth quarter begun it was clear that the Eagles wanted to make a statement defensively and leave no room for error. Again Derbyshire really struggled with the Eagles half-court press as they forced turnover after turnover as the Arrows failed to adjust at crucial points during the quarter. Communication between teammates was much better for the Eagles as this created good reads defensively for steals and for trapping the ball at half-court. The Eagles output on both ends was much better and rhythm played a key roll both ways, as they blew the game open and sealed the game indefinitely. A good performance all round throughout as the Eagles flew through the quarter 22-6 to end the game 76-37.
A good game for both sides, but for the Eagles defensively, this was a major improvement upon their last meeting holding Derbyshire to 14 less points this time round.
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