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2015/16 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 14 Boys

	Opposition
	East Durham Lions

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 14 Boys North East Development League

	Date
	9th October 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	75
	V
	18
	East Durham Lions



	


Report
This past Sunday the Eagles hit the road for their second fixture of their 2016-2017 campaign as they looked to take on 1-0 East Durham Lions, who currently stand ahead of the Eagles in the North East league table. After a confidence building win the previous week over York Eagles who hold the top spot, winning would see them jump into one of the top 3 spots depending upon the weekend’s results.
Durham Lions stood toe to toe with the Eagles with somewhat similar height matchups which would even the playing field for both sides. Both sides would surely be anticipating advancing up the standings by taking away a win which would see the victors move up ahead of their opponent.
The first quarter commenced as the Eagles secured the tip, within seconds landing the first-punch off a quick step-back two at the foul-line giving them the initial lead. The Eagles applied their defensive principles well throughout the early stages of the quarter, forcing early turnovers and coming up with two steals as they piled on the pressure leaving Durham struggling to get into the flow of their offence. The Lions provided better spacing which allowed for better penetration of the Eagles defense, getting them to the charity strip as they made their first two baskets of the game by way of free-throws. The Eagles struggled to adjust at times and looked a little out of step with their normal selves however they controlled the rest of the quarter as they led 13-5 going into the second period.
The second quarter was not too dissimilar to the first for both teams, as shooting woes continued from deep and missed shot attempts kept piling up. Durham traded baskets with the Eagles during the early stages of the quarter as both sides had to work hard to find their flow offensively. The Eagles maintained a strong presence on the boards which provided some easy second chance opportunities although they weren’t always converted. After a tough first 5 minutes or so into the period, the Eagles did close out the quarter confidently going on a 6-0 while nailing a 3-pointer to cap off the period. Rebounding was a key factor for the Eagles as second chance opportunities fed most of their offence, meanwhile Durham struggled slightly with their transition defense and being able to deny lane penetration. As the they moved into the second half the Eagles led 25-11.
After a difficult and frustrating first half for the away side and not playing up to their normal standard of play, they took a moment to reflect and refocus their hearts and minds on the task at hand as the second half ensued. Hitting the reset button as it were, the Eagles played like a totally different team. The intensity increased, ball movement improved, better spacing allowed for more scoring lanes to be opened and most of all they played together. The Eagles aggressiveness on both ends of the floor led them to go on a 12-0 run within the first half of the period.  Only after having their run was capped off by a single free throw conversion, they strung together another 5-0 run while again one more Durham field goal halted the stretch. Yet again as they made another consecutive 5-0 run to dominate the quarter 22-3.
After regathering themselves during the course of the third quarter, the fourth quarter provided opportunities for the Eagles bench to play extended minutes. The Eagles controlled the game early, on both the glass and in the half-court while Durham continued to struggle with costly turnovers and poor shot selection. Although improvements could have been made by the Eagles at times with turnovers and so on, on the whole they played with consistency and tempo. An early 6-0 run was capped by a Lions field-goal, while again another 10-0 run was led by the Eagles backcourt as they put their mark on the period. Only after one more field-goal did the whites conclude the period with another 12-0 ending the quarter 26-4.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although the game proved to be a blowout, it could have been very different considering the first half being fairly close at 25-11. After regrouping during the half-time break racking up a second half score of 48-7 displayed what the Eagles can do when they are on task and play together as a unit. Onwards and upwards as they look to their next matchup against Leeds Tigers. They remain undefeated so far this season, can they make it three in a row?

image1.jpeg
NEWCASTLE &

EAGLES

SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE




