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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 16 Boys

	Opposition
	Trafford Magic

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 16 Boys North Premier

	Date
	15th  January 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	70
	V
	81
	Trafford Magic



	


Report
On Saturday the 15th of January the under 16s Eagles took to the floor for the first time after the Christmas Break. Their opponents were Trafford Magic who the Eagles had beaten at home by just  3 points (62-59). The Magic had a better record in the league at 7-4 compared to the Eagles 3-9 but this was not going to affect the away side who knew they could get the win if they played tough defence and executed well when they had the ball. 
The first quarter started well for the Eagles, who managed to open the scoring and go on an 8-2 run behind baskets from Burns, Ridley and Evbuomwan. The Magic would however respond with back to back mid-range jump shots before a lay-up and a mid range jump shot for Payling cancelled out the home sides gains and had the score at 8-15 with three minutes to go in the first. The Magic would up the intensity and managed to stage a crucial 7-0 run before a basket for Kande ensured the Eagles would go into the second with their noses just in front 15-17. 
The Eagles knew they were competing well on defence and with better execution on the offensive end they would be able to build and maintain a decent lead. Trafford would however come out of the break with real aggression and managed to take the lead themselves after just 45 seconds; some good ball movement leading to an open lay-up followed by a mid range jump shot. The rot would be stopped after Wilson hit a mid range jump shot of his own and this sparked the Eagles into life. The away side would keep the hosts scoreless for 4 minutes, going on a 12-0 run and retaking the lead, 24-33. Trafford would take a time-out but after play resumed the hosts couldn't find a way to decrease the Eagle’s lead and the half would end with both teams trading baskets (30-39). 
The third quarter saw something of a sea change as the home side ramped up the intensity and blew the Eagles away. The away side began to deviate from what they had been doing successfully in the first half and a number of turnovers led to easy fast break opportunities which the hosts duly converted. With four minutes gone the hosts had wiped out the Eagles hard earned lead and just edged ahead 47-46. After a time-out, the away side would regroup and baskets for Kavanagh, Kusi and Evbuomwan had them retake the lead 47-53. The remainder of the third quarter would be edged by the hosts who just managed to cancel out the Eagles advantage and go into the final stanza all square 58-58. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The fourth quarter would show the Eagles putting up a real fight but falling just short in what had been a close contest (the score eventually being slightly inflated by the fact that the Eagles were fouling in order to regain possession). Trafford would again start the quarter strongly and behind some suffocating defence they went on a 9-0 run over the first four minutes. This didn't affect the Eagles who would come out of a time-out and hit five straight points of their own, to bring the lead down to just four with four minutes to play. Trafford would again rally, scoring back to back baskets to see the lead double to eight. The Eagles would continue to fight but with the Magic making their free-throws and some unlucky efforts on the offensive end the game would finish 81-70 in favour of the Magic. 
In what turned out to be a tale of two halves the Eagles simply wouldn't match their first half performance and ended up conceding too many points for them to come away with the win. The players can be proud of their effort and will no doubt regroup before a big game at home next week to the League leaders Sheffield Junior Sharks (12-1). 
Scorers: Evbuomwan 33, Payling 10, Kavanagh 6, Ridley 5, Burns 4, Kande 4, Kusi 3 and Wilson 3. 
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