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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Sheffield Junior Sharks

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men North Premier

	Date
	17th December 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	72
	V
	71
	Sheffield Junior Sharks



	


Report
Coming off the back of a comprehensive win at home against Leicester Riders the previous week, Newcastle Eagles SOE U18’s were in good shape for their final road trip of 2016 at the EIS facing the Sheffield Sharks.
Having been beaten at St Cuthbert’s earlier in the campaign by the Sharks, which the Eagles should have won; the rematch came at just at the right time for a team now oozing confidence.
Quarter 1 began well for the Eagles and quickly racked up a 6 point advantage halfway through the period, only for it to be clawed back by a determined Sheffield outfit, which outscored their opponents and finished the first 10 minutes the stronger of the two sides, leading by 17 points to 14.
The two sides proved to be evenly matched and played out the second 10 minutes in a fashion where no side could take the advantage and pull away and as the lead changed hands throughout the period, the advantage going into half time stayed with the hosts, both sides scoring 20 a piece, the score 37 to 34 in favour of the Sharks.
The break clearly suited the Sharks and after an initial perimeter 3 to tie up the scores, Sheffield then began to ramp up the pressure and with an unanswered 9 point streak took the game to Newcastle. After time out called by Coach Heath it was the Eagle who took the initiative, scoring 7 in a row, then a further 5 to tie up the game, as it entered the final period.
It was now clear that the difference between the two sides in league positions, was not a true reflection on how evenly matched they both were. 
Neither side could take control and the biggest margin between the two was only three points, but going into the final 30 seconds of the game, Sheffield hit a big 3, however this only seemed to give the Eagles fresh impetus and they themselves drove hard into the Sharks half and pulled back a vital two points.
The scores 71 to 70 in favour of the hosts and only 9 seconds on the clock, Newcastle regained possession, but having missed the shot, a sea of hands reached for the ball, it fell kindly and the Eagles scored a 2 with an AND1 bonus. The clock was stopped with it showing 0.9 seconds to play. Gabe Evans casually walked to the bench and asked for instructions from the coaches, Sheffield eager to call a time out if the shot was made. It was missed on purpose allowing the clock to run down, the buzzer sounded, Sharks defeated by a solitary point 72 to 71.
The reaction from the visitor’s bench was ecstatic, solid performances from an ever improving squad of players, who now have a 2 week break before taking on Myerscough College Spinners at home on Saturday 7th January at 2pm
Quarter Scores 17-14, 20-20, 14-17, and 20-21
Top Scorers: Chris Linsley 18, Gabriel Evans 17 and David Underwood 11
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