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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Manchester Giants

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men Premier North

	Date
	19th November 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	98
	V
	101
	Manchester Giants



	


Report
The SOE U18 Eagles were back on home court at St Cuthbert’s, facing a  Manchester side who were yet to register a league win and after the impressive victory against Birmingham a week earlier, the home side went into the tie in a confident mood, hoping to keep up the momentum.
It was only 2 minutes into the first quarter, when Coach Heath of the Eagles called a time out, but it was the Giants who responded better to the break and moved into a 10 to 4 lead.  The Eagles changed personnel and the impact showed as they quickly drew level and by the end of the quarter had moved into a 25 to 19 lead.
The Manchester side however refused to lie down and by mid period the lead was down to only 2 points... the Eagles ahead 32 to 30 and after adding another 5 unanswered points to the board , Newcastle found themselves in foul trouble, but some disciplined defence allowed them to extend their lead, only for the visitors to fight back and take the quarter and going into the break, the lead had been reduced to 4 points at 45 to 41 in favour of Newcastle.
Quarter three was an even affair, with both sides having runs of points to open up the gap between them, only for it to be clawed back. No side could take control of what was proving to be a scrappy game and the 3rd 10 minute period ended with the margin as it was at the half, 4 points the U18 SOE eagles leading 45 to 41.
Both sides came out fighting for the win in the 4th quarter, but again no side could gain the upper hand sufficiently, to pull away in the tie and with the scores at 79 to 78 it was the Giants that found themselves on team fouls, but it was an advantage that the Eagles could not capitalise upon. The score with about 90 seconds to go was 91 points each, then the visitors got their noses in front in the tie and never relinquished the lead, holding on in the end to win by a margin of 3 points, 98 to 101 and take their first victory of the season.
The Eagles now go into a 3 break contemplating what could have been.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Top Scorers : Gabe Evans 23, David Underwood  22, Blake Keeble 16, Ben Hogg 13, Dan Parkin 12
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