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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Leicester Riders

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men Premier North

	Date
	10th December 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	91
	V
	71
	Leicester Riders



	


Report
After a 3 week break from competition the SOE U18 Eagles were back  at St Cuthbert’s. One notable absentee from the home sides bench, was that of Coach Heath, who was on vacation, leaving his assistant Coach Anderson to take the reins against a strong Leicester side who earlier in season beaten the Eagles comprehensively at Charnwood College.
Quarter 1 started in manner that was to be continued throughout the tie, hard physical basketball and after taking the early exchanges, it was the Riders who marginally lead 12 to 13, but also found themselves in foul trouble with 4 minutes to play in the period. Newcastle then seized the advantage and never let up the pressure on the Leicester basket, ending the first 10 minute ahead by 4.. 23 to 18.
The visitors came out the stronger of the two sides in the 2nd and quickly moved in front of the home side. Coach Anderson called a time out in order to regroup and the response was immediate, with Eagles closing out the first half with a 17 point run, to the visitors 9, to lead going into the break 44 points to 37.
The second half began cagily, both sides trading scores and with the Eagles ahead 49 to 43, had a run of 8 unanswered points, before a big 3 from Leicester steadied the ship, who themselves found that they now had the momentum and the lead of 14 points was suddenly back down to a 6 point game. As the 3rd quarter was ending, both sides finished with big perimeter 3 point shots and going into the final 10 minutes, Newcastle led by a margin of 6.
At a score of 63 to 57 at the beginning of the 4th, concerns must have been high on the bench to whether the home side could keep their nerve and close out the game. The visitors continued to play aggressive ball and equally aggressive defence from the Eagles saw them, with 4.48 on the clock ahead in the tie by 14 points. The Riders pulled back 4 points and managed only a further 6 until the buzzer, allowing Newcastle to rack up a further 16 as the persistent fouling on the home side turned the entertaining tie into a farce for the remainder of the period, leaving with a 20 point margin of defeat 91 to 71.
The manner in which the U18 side adapted and won the tie was credit to the coaching and standing in for Coach Heath, Coach Anderson picked up the first win of his National League career.
SOE U18 Eagles travel to Sheffield Sharks on 17th December hoping to end the year on a positive note.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Top Scorers : Gabe Evans 21, David Underwood 16,  Blake Keeble 16, Dan Parkin 15
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