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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Team Birmingham Elite

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men Premier North

	Date
	21st January 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	81
	V
	78
	Team Birmingham Elite



	


Report
Having beaten Team Birmingham Elite back in October to open their league account, it was the SOE U18 Eagles who were the hosts for the return fixture in the North Premier Division.
The Midlands outfit having travelled with a squad of 7 against the Eagles 11, only affected by a season long injury to one of the team.
The opening period proved to be a scrappy affair, with neither side able to put together a run of points. Newcastle calling an early time out, after which the 1st quarter was played out as it had begun, and it was Birmingham who ended it the better of the two sides and led with a four point margin 18 to 14.
Quarter 2 was tight and well contested, but played in the same pattern as the 1st, again neither side being able to stamp any sort of authority on the game. The Eagles largely playing catch up throughout the 10 minutes, nosing ahead only twice before Birmingham drew level and overtaking them to take a three point cushion into the half time break, ahead 36 points to 33.
Team Birmingham, started the better of the sides in the second half and by the midpoint in Quarter 3, had extended their advantage from 3 points to 14 over the Eagles. Coach Heath then took a time out to try and consolidate the position in the game. The talk had the desired effect and Newcastle put together an unanswered 8 point stretch at the end of the period, to trail by 6, 47 points to 53.
The game as it entered the final 10 minutes of regulation time, effectively  becoming a 10 minute shoot out and as the Eagles having to match the opposition with speed rather than height, it became a battle between both sets of guards.  After a 4 point burst at the start from the visitors, it was Newcastle who took control of the period, levelling up tie and then then moving ahead by a slender 3 point margin. Birmingham fighting back drew level again with a big 3 from the elbow and almost repeating it again, only for the score to be called for 2. The Eagles drew level at 66 apiece and with seconds only on the clock, their defence held firm, taking the tie into overtime and a further 5 minutes of play.
With the home side up by 2, again Birmingham shot from the side and drilled a 3, Newcastle then responded with a 3 of their own, and then a further three scores put them 6 points ahead. The visitors were not lying down and found their shooter open again and again he made the basket for 3. With only 15 seconds of the tie remaining Birmingham had the ball after a time out, but could find no way through, the Eagles victors 81 points to 78.
After the game Coach Heath commented, “We matched a well drilled Birmingham side tactically, but ultimately played our “Get of jail card” to secure this win today. It was a pleasing team performance with 5 of the squad in double figures and everyone who took to the court scoring.”
Top scorers: - Gabe Evans 15 – Blake Keeble 15 – Themba Yabuntu 12 
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