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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 16 Boys

	Opposition
	Northamptonshire Titan

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 16 Boys North Premier

	Date
	10th December 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	72
	V
	77
	Northamptonshire Titans



	


Report
On Saturday the U16’s Eagles took to the court to face Northamptonshire Titans in the Northern Premier League. After losing by 16 points down in Northampton (67-51) - in the first game of the season - the Eagles knew they would need to play well on both ends of the floor to come out with a favourable result. After a very competitive 40 minutes of basketball the home side fell just short, losing by 5 (72-77). 
The Titans started the game strongly, scoring an easy lay-up off the tip and quickly doubling their advantage after a poor pass led to a steal and another easy finish for the visitors. The Eagles would however hit back, after some good dribble breakdown led to Jeremy Leivin receiving the ball under the basket to score with a finish off the glass. The game was tight with both sides trading baskets, neither able to establish much of a lead. The quarter would end with back-to-back scores for the away side though, who would take the narrowest of leads into the second, 18-19. 
The home side would start the second quarter brightly; better transition defence limited the Titan’s scoring opportunities and the ball movement on offence led to some really good looks at the basket. Unfortunately for the Eagles they failed to convert a number of their opportunities and despite some good shooting from Dan Ridley and another couple of inside finishes for Leivin the Eagles would go into halftime down by 4 (12-15)(30-34). 
The third quarter was another close contest. The away side would start by hitting back-to-back scores to open up their biggest lead of the game, before an and-1 for Tosan Evbuomwan, would stop the rot. The teams would then trade baskets for near to 6 minutes with the Eagles deficit now up to 9 with 30 seconds left. With the clock running down the Eagles desperately needed a score to bring the Titans lead down and after a number of passes the ball landed with Ben Proctor who hit a monster 3, with the buzzer sounding, to reduce the deficit to just 6 (16-18)(46-52). 
The Eagles were in a buoyant mood coming out of the break and a small run over the first two minutes, spurred on by scores for Evbuomwan, Leivin and Kande would see the Titans lead cut to just 4. The Titans would rally however, going on a 7-2 run of their own and the lead was back up to seven with 4 minutes left to play. The home side would throw everything they had at the away side and with scores for Ridley and Evbuomwan the lead would be cut to 4 points. With the clock winding down the boys from Northampton would go on a 6-0 run, extending their lead to 10 and all but killing the game off. The home side would respond with a huge three from Payling and another score for Kande but the clock would ultimately run out and the away side would leave deserved winners (26-25)(72-77). 

A much improved score line for the Eagles is demonstrative of their development thus far this season and whilst it was not meant to be in today’s game the boys from Newcastle can be proud of their performance. The U16’s travel away to Mansfield next week for their last game before the Christmas break, in what is sure to be another good game. 
Scorers: Ridley 25, Evbuomwan 16, Leivin 14, Kande 7, Payling 5, Proctor 3 and Wilson 2. 
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