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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Leeds Force

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men Premier North

	Date
	4th February 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	72
	V
	69
	Leeds Force



	


Report
Coming of the back of a disappointing weekend on the road to Stoke and Cheshire the Newcastle Eagles SOE U18’s, knew the importance of the home fixture against a strong Leeds side that had already beaten them twice this season in both the League and Cup competitions.
The Eagles squad was severely depleted with both long and short term injuries and illness to players but took to the court in confident fashion, starting the game positively and moving into and early 8 to 4 lead. Leeds fought back and from the outset the tie was being played in a hard physical manner and having levelled up the tie, it was Newcastle who were the side to kick on creating a lead that the visitors couldn’t close and the quarter ended 23 to 18 in favour of the Eagles.
The 2nd period was played very much as the first, hard fast and physical, the home side being the more effective in the paint as the lead stretched to 12 but after a time out from the Leeds coach, the Force went on a 9 point unanswered run to end the half only 3 points adrift and went into the break with the scores at 34 to 31.
With the Eagles squad thin and Coach Heath rotating as best he could with his fit players, the half time interval came perfectly so that they could regroup for the second half.
Quarter 3 started evenly with both sides trading scores as Leeds tried to get back on level terms, but as was the pattern of the previous two periods it was Newcastle who again took the initiative and defended hard to contain the Force ending the 10 minutes at 54 to 46. Stretching the margin to 8 points.
It was still a tie that either side could win and with the Eagles tiring noticeably, it was Leeds who went on a run and by the midpoint of the 4th Quarter they had reduced the margin to a single score.  Then a big three from the perimeter gave Newcastle some breathing space, but the visitors continued to press and again brought the tie to within 3. As the clock lapsed and the visitors in foul trouble the home sided went six ahead only for Leeds to pull it back to 2 and with seconds remaining the Eagles went to the free throw line to score 1 and the tie ended  72 to 69 in favour of the SOE U18 Eagles.
After the game both coaches applauded the sides in how they approached and played a fast, exciting game for the spectators who had been watching the tie.
Credit to Newcastle, who were down to the bare bones of a squad, but showed real character to pull off a hard fought win.
A tired squad now on the road for Sundays tie against Derby Trailblazers, before a fortnight break in the season.
Top scorers: -  Blake Keeble 19 – Themba Yabuntu 14 
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