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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Stoke-On-Trent Knights

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men Premier North

	Date
	29th October 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	69
	V
	67
	Stoke-On-Trent Knights



	


Report
Coming off the back of their 1st league victory last week against Team Birmingham Elite, the SOE U18 Eagles now faced a new side in the Premier North division, namely the Stoke on Trent Knights at their venue St Cuthbert’s School.
The game began with both sides pressing and probing, but with no great effect and it was the Eagles who opened up with a 5 to Nil start. Both sides continued to cancel one another out both offensively and defensively and the quarter ended in favour of the hosts 17 points to 10.
The 2nd period began and continued very much in the same vein as the first, but it was Stoke who began to claw themselves back into the tie and reduced the gap to only 1 point with the Eagles on top 25 to 24. The scrappy quarter ended with the visitors unable to add to their tally, but the SOE scoring 8 points and opened up a 9 point gap at the half 33 points to 24.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whatever was said in the Knights locker room at the half time break certainly had the desired effect and within minutes of the restart found themselves overhauling the points difference and moving into the lead. The Eagles tried to force their way back and after falling 7 points behind themselves at one point, pulled the game back to within two at the buzzer. It was a 27 points to 16 period in favour of Stoke, who were going into the final period 51 to 49 ahead and the SOE U18 eagle staring down the barrel of another league defeat.
The atmosphere within the Gym at St Cuthbert’s was tense and both sides took to the floor in what proved to be a fast end to end period of Basketball, where both teams showed the desire to win and this saw the lead exchange hands throughout the 10 minutes of play; but with Eagles down by 2 points a fast break Dunk from Ben Hogg, which resulted in an and 1 saw the lead change hands again and was pivotal, seeing the confidence of the home side soar and keep their nerve. Leading 69 to 67 with only 3 seconds to go the Stoke point guard wet for the buzzer beater 3 to win the game, only to see it bounce off the rim, the game ending and the Newcastle Eagles victorious.
The Stoke Knights must be applauded for the manner in which they took the loss, buy walking around the court and shaking the hands of both players and spectators alike, thanking them for coming to watch the game.
Newcastle Eagles SOE U18’s took the spoils however and were on a 3 game winning streak, as they went into the 3rd round cup tie versus Leeds Force the following day. 
Top Scorers:- Blake Keeble 17, Gabe Evans 13
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