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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Leeds Force

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men National Cup

	Date
	30th October 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	66
	V
	77
	Leeds Force



	


Report
It was a change of venue for the home side as Newcastle College was used for the 3rd round National Cup fixture against Leeds Force.
The SOE U18 Eagle came into the tie on the back of a 3 game winning streak and must have felt confident of progressing further in the competition.
The well supported tie began and it was apparent that both sides were going hard for the victory and with the sides level at 8 apiece midway through the period it was Leeds who took the initiative, finishing the first 10 minutes with a flourish, 11 points ahead, 22 to 11.
The 2nd quarter saw no side really dominate and the stop start type of game was down to the amount of fouls committed by both teams as they tried to cancel one another out. The half ended and the Eagles took it by 1 point .. 16 to 15, but the gap was still at 10 with Leeds ahead 37 to 27 going into the break.
Leeds Allerton Force began the 3rd quarter the brighter of the two sides and quickly stretched their lead to 16 points ... 45 to 29 and after that initial burst the game was played much like most of the first half where no side took control and stifled one another. A 20 points to 14 quarter saw Leeds move further ahead and going into the 4th led 57 points to 41.
Quarter 4 saw the Newcastle Eagles come out fighting and as the clock ticked down, so did the margin between the two sides. As in the first half, both teams committed fouls but the Eagles were the more disciplined in the quarter, allowing them to get to within 6 points of the visitors and at 66 to 72, it seemed that the hosts had real momentum as the game was tying up, but as the period ended Newcastle found themselves on team fouls, not helped by inconsistencies on the clock and saw Leeds end the game winners 77 points to 66, but with a fighting Eagles squad taking the quarter 25 points to 20.
The SOE U18 Eagles return to league action on Sunday, away to the side who beat them today Leeds Allerton Force,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Top scorers:- Themba Yabantu  21 points, Gabe Evans  12 points
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