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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Myerscough College Sprinters

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men North Premier

	Date
	7th January 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	56
	V
	55
	Myerscough College Sprinters



	


Report
The SOE Eagles came back from their Christmas break on the back of two outstanding victories against the Sheffield Sharks and Charnwood College and their confidence was high as the prepared for the reverse fixture against Myerscough College, who earlier in the campaign had beaten the Newcastle side in a comprehensive manner.
Q1 set the pattern for the whole game, low scoring, with both sides turning over the ball, with a combination of unforced errors and bad passing; however it was Newcastle who ended the quarter on the front foot, holding a 4 point advantage, over their opponents from the North West 13 to 9.
Myerscough quickly fought back at the start of the second 10 minute period and were quickly back on level terms at 14 apiece. No side was able to put together a prolonged stretch of unanswered scoring and the lead passed from one side to the other, only for Newcastle to find a burst with a couple of minutes to go and go into the locker room with the lead from Q1 maintained at 4 points, and even period of 16points each .. Eagles ahead 29 points to 25.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As quarter 3 began, Myerscough quickly found the Eagles napping after the break and a 9 points to 1 stretch, saw them 4 points to the good. Coach Heath was quick to call a time out in order to settle the home side down and stop the rot, the decision had the desired effect and the tables soon turned in favour of the Eagle, who with their own 8 point burst, saw the lead restored and by the end of 30 minutes of tense physical play Newcastle were ahead 44 points to 39.
Coaches Heath and Anderson of the Eagles, really must have been thinking, déjà vu, as Myerscough played the opening minutes of Q4,exactly the same as Q3, this time scoring at a ratio of 13 points to 2, leaving Newcastle trailing by 6, before another time out called by SOE halted play.
The Eagles fought hard against a well drilled and physical team, but still couldn’t put together a run to overtake the opposition, then with the home side trailing by 2 at 52 to 54, both sides found themselves in foul trouble, discipline was paramount going down the stretch.
Myerscough fouled first, but Newcastle failed to take the advantage and then they were up on the free throw line again within seconds, only this time both shots were drilled, then with the scores level, it was the Eagles who allowed the visitors to go to the line : Only one dropped, game on with seconds to go and again the Eagles found themselves on the line and again executed both opportunities, ahead 56 points to 55, which was the final score at the buzzer, as Newcastle played out the final 5 seconds without incident.
After the game Coach Heath said, “That was a good result; the guys played with a lot of character and turned in a result, that they would have probably lost earlier in the season.”
SOE Newcastle Eagles find themselves back on the road next week as the travel to Manchester Magic, who are currently unbeaten this season.
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