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2015/16 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 16 Boys

	Opposition
	Mansfield Giants

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 16 Boys North Premier

	Date
	1st October 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	50
	V
	87
	Mansfield Giants



	


Report

The 1st October 2016 saw the first home game for the Newcastle Eagles U16s team. Playing in front of a strong crowd, at St Cuthbert’s High School, the Eagles would face Mansfield Giants in a tough Northern Premier contest. 
The Eagles drew first blood with Jeremy Leivin clocking to the middle of the key for a strong left handed finish off the backboard. The game would then saunter along, with both sides finding it difficult to hit any shots and after the first five minutes the score stood at 8-9 to Mansfield. The away side then stepped up the pressure and with back to back scores in transition they would cap off a 14-2 run to end the first quarter 12-23 up. 
The home side’s woes would continue into the second quarter, with the Giants now in a 1-3-1 zone and pushing the ball hard in transition, the away side would extend their lead to 24 (36-12).  After a timeout the boys in black would come out with renewed vigour, Dan Ridley capping off a good run with back to back scores to cut the lead to 18. Mansfield would however finish the half strongly, going on a 6-0 run to see the Eagles down 49-24 at the half. 
After the half Mansfield would again find their form and pressure the Eagles into numerous turnovers on the offensive end. These turnovers led to easy transition scores for the away side who extended their already commanding lead out to 40 (29-69) with 3 minutes left to play in the third. The home side would finish the quarter strongly however, behind back to back scores from Wilson and Kande to go into the final stanza down 34 (35-69). 
The fourth quarter was a much more even affair, with the Eagles now moving the ball better on offence and picking the Giants defence apart. Defensive lapses would however ensure that the away side kept the scoreboard ticking and the game finished 50-87 to the Giants (17-18).  The fledging Eagles have much to learn but the coaching staff were pleased to see plenty of improvements from the previous game against Northampton; despite the heavy defeat. 
The 16’s next game is away to Harrogate Spartans on the 9th October in the National Cup, where the Eagles will be looking for their first win of the season. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scorers: Ridley 13, Leivin 12, Wilson 9, Evbuomwan 8, Kande 4, Swann 4
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