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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Manchester Magic

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men North Premier

	Date
	15th October 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	47
	V
	[bookmark: _GoBack]52
	Manchester Magic



	


Report
The senior Eagles side in the School Of Excellence programme came into the tie against Manchester Magic, buoyed by the victory in the U18 cup against York Knights the previous weekend.
The game started brightly for the Newcastle side and quickly found themselves seven points to the good with 6 minutes to go in the quarter, but Manchester with their 2 and 0 record in the division fought back and with a succession of fouls conceded by the Eagles, they found themselves down by a single point.  The period drew to a close and Newcastle, having pulled themselves back in front, Manchester then drained a buzzer beater 3 leaving a margin of only 2 points in favour of the Eagles 13 to 11.
After the restart, it was an even contest, with both sides trading scores, but some strong defensive rebounding and the Magic going into foul trouble, the Newcastle Eagles pulled away from the visitors with a flurry of 3’s and heading toward half time they led by 11, only for Manchester to shoot on the buzzer again and score, but only for a two on this occasion, ending the half 30 points to 21 to the hosts.
Manchester Magic began the third quarter on the offensive and maintained the pressure all through the period. Newcastle found it difficult to penetrate and soon found themselves on 5 team fouls. Magic had quickly pulled back seven points with no reply and with 3.30 on the clock the score was 31 to 28. The pressure was relentless and the quarter drew to a close with the scores at 34 to 36, a 15 points to 4 period in favour of Manchester team who were dominant for long spells. 
In the concluding quarter of the game, Manchester continued to pressurise the home side and after an initial 2 to tie the scores, it was the visitors who kept the scoreboard moving and were ahead by 9, 45 to 36 at the mid-point.        The Eagles fight back then began, David Underwood scoring 8 points and the game was tied at 47 all with 1.19 to go, but as the game was concluding it was Manchester who found the extra gear and closed out the game victors 52 to 47.
This leaves the U18 SOE side on 0 – 4 for their league campaign, in which they could have so easily be standing with a 2 – 2 record.
The long trip to Birmingham is next tie on Sunday 23rd October with a 12.30 tip.
EAGLES TOP SCORERS- David Underwood 16, Blake Keeble 12 and Gabriel Evans 7…..
QUARTER SCORES- 13-11, 17-10, 4-15, 13-16 (47-52)
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