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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 16 Boys

	Opposition
	Manchester Giants

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 16 Boys National Cup

	Date
	30th October 2016

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	60
	V
	94
	Manchester Giants



	


Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]After a good fight back in the second half the day before, the Eagles would find themselves on the road to Manchester in the third round of the National Cup. Both sides had produced similar results in the league and the boys from Newcastle were confident of putting together a strong performance against the Giants. The game would start off at a steady pace with both sides getting on the score sheet early. Jeremy Leivin would prove a handful in the paint with 2 inside finishes and Tosan Evbuomwan would add a pair of free throws from the line to leave the score at 7-6 after 3 minutes. It was then that the Giants would turn up the pressure and the Eagles began to crumble. Manchester would go on a 24-4 run to finish the quarter with most of their scores coming from turnovers and poor rotations on defence from the away side. The turnovers and slow help rotations would continue in the second quarter with the Eagles again throwing the ball away too many times, seeing the Giants win the second 23-9 (58-21). 
At half time the Eagles would gather their thoughts and come out fighting. They knew that if they took greater care of the ball on offence and worked hard at rotating properly on defence they would give the home side a much tougher second half. 
The third quarter was high scoring from both sides. Ridley and Evbuomwan led the scoring for the Eagles with 5 and 9 respectively but again lapses on defence led to easy scores for the Giants and the away side couldn’t narrow the deficit to any great degree, eventually losing the quarter by 1 (21-20)(79-41). 
The away side were however determined to win the second half and a 9-3 run to start the fourth quarter gave them a real boost. The Eagles were now beginning to move the ball better on offence and found numerous open looks at the basket. The defence was also better with less blow bys and quick/early help rotations. A scoring burst from Joel Burns would further push the away side’s score and if it wasn’t for a 12-10 run to finish the quarter, the Eagles would have comfortably taken the fourth quarter. In the end the boys from Newcastle won the final stanza by 4 (15-19)(94-60) and showed they were more than capable of competing with their hosts. 
The Eagles find themselves back in Manchester next Saturday for a league game and will be hoping for a much better start to the game. Much was learned from this game however and the fledging Eagles will work hard all week to ensure they don’t make the same mistakes again. 
Scorers: Evbuomwan 15, Ridley 11, Payling 10, Leivin 8, Burns 5, Wilson 5, Kande 3, Kusi 2 and Kavanagh 1. 
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