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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Derby Trailblazers

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men North Premier

	Date
	5th February 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	67
	V
	89
	Derby Trailblazers



	


Report
The Eagles, missing two players due to injury and Coach Heath due to illness, travelled to Derby for the second game of their double header weekend. 
Derby got off to the best start possible opening the game with a 13-0 run. The Eagles were struggling to break the home sides press, prompting stand in Coach Anderson into an early timeout. The visitors were coping better with the press after the adjustments however they were now struggling to produce in the half court. An ugly first quarter finished 29-7.
The second quarter looked like it was going to go the same as the first before the Eagles went on an 11-0 run of their own, led by their bench, to kick start their offence and breathe some life into the game. The Eagles were down 17 heading into half time, 46-29.
The visitors knew their second half was going to have to be a big one to get anything from the game and they delivered in the third. Improved defence and some purposeful offence saw the Eagles chip away at Derby’s lead and make it an 8 point game with a minute remaining in the quarter however two scores from the home side would see their lead stretched back to 12 heading into the final period. 60-48.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Eagles were confident they could get themselves back in the game after proving their worth in the third. Offence wasn't a problem for the visitors with them putting 19 on the board however the energy used in the previous day’s big win against Leeds started to show with the Eagles looking tired down the stretch, which led to a struggle to get stops on D. Final score 89-67. 
Quarter Scores: 1st 29-7, 2nd 17-22, 3rd 14-19, 4th 29-19.
After the game Coach Anderson commented “We knew today was a big one in out push for the playoffs and disappointingly we didn't get it done. Our poor start cost us today, Derby are a quality side who were always going to be a tough team to beat in their building but to give them the head start we did made our job even harder. We proved in spells that we could compete and give them a game but the huge effort yesterday coupled with the energy we used to get ourselves back in the game today cost us down the stretch. I'm confident we can give a better account of ourselves when we play them at our place in the last game of the season.”
Top Scorers: Ben Hogg 15, Chris Linsley 15, Ben Spoors 11.
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