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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 16 Boys

	Opposition
	Cheshire Wire

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 16 Boys North Premier

	Date
	28th January 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	49
	V
	59
	Cheshire Wire



	


Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]Saturday saw the Under 16’s Eagles take to the road to play Cheshire Wire at Birchwood Leisure Centre. The home fixture had gone the way of the Wire but only by 3 points, so both sides knew that it would be a close game. After 40 minutes of scrappy basketball the Wire eventually came away winners 59-49; therefore doing the double over the Eagles.
 The first quarter set the tone for what was to be a low scoring game. Cheshire came out in a zone press, dropping into a 2-1-2 zone. The Eagles found it hard to deal with the press at first and this led to a number of turnovers resulting in easy scores for the hosts. With the score at 12-4 the Eagles took a timeout. Coming out after the break in play, the Eagles would score 8 unanswered points to tie the game at 12-12. A couple of late scores for the hosts would however see them take a small lead into the second 16-12, but the away side knew they were right in this one.
 The second quarter was another fairly even contest with both sides failing to put away a number of chances. The Eagles were continuing to do a much better job with the full court press, however they were still struggling to find a way through the Wire’s half court zone. This would see them only score 12 points again, but the hosts could only put 17 on the board themselves, with the score at halftime 33-24 to Cheshire.
 After the break the Eagles would regroup. The away side knew that if they dealt with the hosts on ball screens better and moved with more of a purpose on offence they would be able to get themselves right back into the game.
 With 8 minutes gone in the third the Eagles found themselves down by just 5. The focus and application on defence was much better from the away side and whilst they were still struggling with Cheshire’s half court zone the scoreboard was ticking over. The quarter would again end with a couple of baskets for the home side but the lead had been cut to 7 and the Eagles sensed they could push the Wire even further (43-36)(10-12).
 The final quarter would be packed full of action. The hosts would start brightly, increasing their lead to 10 before the Eagles managed to fight back with a 9-0 run and go into the final two minutes down by just 1! A timeout from the home side then followed and as the action resumed a lapse in concentration for the away side would see them foul Ball, who duly made both his free throws. With the lead now out to 3 points the Eagles knew they needed to score and whilst they fashioned a number of chances late on they were unable to reduce the deficit. The usual fouling then ensued but the Eagles could not find a way back into the game, eventually losing 59-49.
 Another disappointing final result for the Eagles’ who pushed Cheshire right to the wire. Sadly the away side just couldn’t put together a performance and ultimately the 9-point deficit at the half was too much to overcome. The Under 16’s do however have a chance to put a big win together next week at home to Manchester Giants – 2pm tip – any support would be much appreciated!
 Scorers: Evbuomwan 13, Ridley 10, Payling 9, Ardabili 9, Burns 2, Swann 2, Wilson 2 and Proctor 2.
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