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2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Men

	Opposition
	Cheshire Phoenix

	Home/Away
	A

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Men North Premier

	Date
	29th January 2017

	Score
	Newcastle Eagles
	79
	V
	87
	Cheshire Phoenix



	

Report
The Eagles with their travelling fans rolled into Stanney Oaks Leisure Centre for their high noon tip off... The boys in black this time were hoping to get a road win against a team they hadn’t played yet....
The game started ok for the visitors and by the 5th minute of the 1st quarter they were 13-11 down... A minute later and both teams scored a couple of baskets to make it 16-14... The home team playing in blue however then hit a 11-0 run taking them out to 27-14... Coach Heath called time out and steadied the ship a little as the period closed at 31-18....
The 2nd period again saw both teams scoring but the home team were winning the battle of the boards and this was hurting the Eagles and by the half time it was 48-29...(17-11)
The visitors headed for the locker room and a much calmer team talk than the previous day seemed to do the trick...
The start of the 3rd saw the Eagles go on a 0-11 run as they started to compete with the home team and off the defence came some much needed fluent offence and the boys in black had narrowed the gap to 48-40....
The latter part of the quarter again saw the Eagles lead by Keeble and Parkin outscore the Phoenix 8-15 making it 58-55... (10-26)
So the game was now well balanced for the final 10 minutes and the Eagles traded early hoops with the home team and by the 6th minute they had edged ahead 68-69 on a perimeter bomb from Underwood....
The home team however after a time out got the desired response as they went on a 7-0 run making it 75-69... The Eagles hit back with another outside shot from Keeble to make it 75-72... Going into the last minute the game was still close at 79-77... The officials then helped the home team a little with some dubious calls and the boys in blue took advantage by hitting their free throws while the Eagles missed scoring chances and it ended 87-79... (29-24)
Coach Heath said “This was one that got away... After a poor start on defence we knuckled down and gradually hauled ourselves back into it and eventually got the lead... However that took a lot of energy and in the end we ran out of steam and missed some good scoring chances.... I am sure we will revenge this defeat on the 4th March when they travel to us....”
[bookmark: _GoBack]EAGLES TOP SCORERS - Blake Keeble18, Gabriel Evans 18 and Ben Hogg 15.....
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