[image: School Of Excellence white on black]
2016/17 Game Report

	Team
	Newcastle Eagles Under 18 Women

	Opposition
	2017 Reports

	Home/Away
	H

	Competition
	EBL Under 18 Women North

	Date
	Various

	Score
	See Report
	
	
	
	



	


Report
07/01/2017 – Away vs Stockport
 
Eagles were taking on Stockport for the 2nd time this season. Away games had been a struggle for the young Eagles team this year and this was no different. A slow start to the game saw the Eagles trail by 2 after the first quarter. The second quarter went back and forth between the teams and the Eagles went into half time trailing by 1. The start to the second half was much better and the change up on defence saw the Eagles get steals and converts some fast break lay ups to take the quarter 18-6 and an 11 point lead into the last 10 minutes. Stockport fought hard and tried to mount a comeback but the Eagles held strong defensively and came out 49-36 winners for their first game of 2017. Next game is a home game against Nottingham with the teams tied 1-1 in this year’s head to head.
 
 
14/01/2017 – Home vs Nottingham
 
Eagles were playing the Wildcats for the third team this season with each team winning a close fought game in each of the separate occasions. Nottingham took advantage of a slow start by the Eagles to take a 15-6 lead after the first 10 minutes. The second and third quarters were much tighter affairs with the Eagles trying to get themselves back in the game. Good defence by both teams saw very few scores and going into the last quarter the Eagles were trailing by 6.  With 1minute left and trailing by 2 a great steal by the Eagles saw them race down the floor only to miss the lay up on a controversial no call. Nottingham took advantage and hit them for 2 on the counter attack which was a devastating 4 point swing for the Eagles. After a time out the Eagles executed the play to near perfection but sadly missed the open shot to again get within 2 and Nottingham knocked down some crucial free throws to finally take a 6 point win in an exciting game. The Eagles were unlucky to finish losers in this game and in the end the poor start to the game cost them.
 
 
21/01/2017 – Home vs Myerscough
 
The Eagles were taking on league leading Myerscough college for the ultimate time this season. This match up was much of the same for the Eagles in the fact that they struggled to stop the many offensive threats of the away team. Offensively for the Eagles however it was a much better performance across the first three quarters with some good offensive execution getting them a few easy scores. In the fourth quarter tiredness set in for the home team and Myerscough ran away with it to finish the game 93-45 up. Some encouraging signs for the Eagles against a strong opposition team but a few too many lapses defensively ended up costing them against a team of high offensive quality. Next week the Eagles are travelling to West Brom Albion looking to cause an upset with the home team having won on the last two occasions.
 
 
28/01/2017 – Away vs West Brom
 
This promised to be a good match up from the start with both teams having won one game each in their previous matches this season. The first quarter started as expected with the score 12-12 after the first 10 minutes. In the second quarter the Eagles played their best basketball of the season to take a 7 point lead into the half. The third quarter saw the Eagles increase their lead before some good individual play by WBA’s captain saw them mount a comeback. Eagles started to struggle under the pressure of a noisy away crowd and some tough calls that did not go their way but they stuck at it before eventually ending the game all tied at 42 and heading into overtime. The calls kept going against the Eagles and a tough foul out on the Eagles starting point guard made things even more difficult for them. A big three kept them in the game and levelled the game up again at 49-49 to go into the second overtime of the game. The second overtime ended up being all WBA with the Eagles suffering two more foul outs to starting five players and WBA coming out 56-51 winners. It was an extremely tough loss for the Eagles who played some exceptional team basketball at times in very difficult away circumstances. WBA to their credit however mounted a great comeback behind their England guard who the Eagles struggled to contain in the second half.
 
 
4/02/2017 – Home vs Birmingham
 
The Eagles were taking Team Birmingham this week. The Eagles started very brightly taking a 20-7 lead after the first quarter after some exceptional impact play coming from the Eagles bench. In the second quarter however the Eagles lost all momentum and let Birmingham fight their way back into the game due to some sloppy turnovers and poor defensive effort. The score at the half was disappointingly 27-26 to the home team. After regrouping at half time, the Eagles were back to their best and matched their first half effort to take a 13point lead in the third with some good offensive execution of plays. In the fourth Birmingham tried to hit back like they had in the first half but the Eagles learnt their lesson and held firmer to close out the game with a 55-48 win. A good home win for the Eagles who are taking on the Mystics for the last time in the season next week looking to continuing improving on their last two performances.
 
 
11/02/2017 – Away vs Manchester Mystics
 
Having played the Mystics twice already this season, the Eagles knew they would have to put in a consistent performance in order to get close to one of the top 2 teams in the league. Sadly their first quarter was again a poor start to the game and the Eagles had to play catch up from there to claw their way out of a 16 point deficit after only the first ten minutes. A better performance in the second quarter still saw the Eagles struggle to put some points on the board but defensively they knuckled down and stopped the free flowing Manchester attack. At the half the Eagles were trailing 30-10. The second half showed how the Eagles could perform against top teams with them pushing hard to get back in the game. They ended up winning Q3 and Q4 to finish the game 49-35 down. This was at times a good performance by the Eagles who are still struggling to put a full 40mins strong consistent performance against the top teams. In the end they ended up losing by 14 and that difference was made in only the first quarter which the Eagles lost by 16.
 
 
18/02/2017 – Away vs Birmingham
 
In the last match up of the season for the Eagles they were travelling for the first time to Birmingham to play a team they had beaten twice in close match ups this season. Birmingham only had 5 players however they did not let this affect them and started the game extremely strong and went into the half 22-13. The Eagles were having a poor day at the office with everyone struggling to put the ball in the hoop. It was a better performance in the third with the Eagles starting shooting guard hitting some crucial threes to get the Eagles within 1. However defensive lapses at the end of the third quarter saw Team Birmingham hit two quick big baskets to maintain a 6 point lead and undo a lot of the hard work that Eagles had put in to get back into the game. This ended up being a dagger to the Eagles who ended up trading baskets with the home team and losing out 43-35. It was a poor performance by the Eagles by their standards and they will look to bounce back against Stockport in the next game.
 
 
04/03/2017 – Home vs Stockport
 
For the second time in a row the Eagles were taking on a team of only 5 players. However having learnt not to underestimate teams in their last meeting the Eagles made a quick start to go 10-2 up after 10. The rest of the quarters were a lot closer with Stockport putting up a strong fight. The result was however never in doubt with the Eagles staying in control most of the game to run out 48-34 winners and remain unbeaten against Stockport this season. The Eagles take on Nottingham for the fourth time in the last game of the season next week.
 
 
11/03/2017 – Away vs Nottingham
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Eagles went into this game with high expectations having had three very close games against Nottingham this year. However it was not meant to be with Nottingham playing a very strong game and setting the pace early with some good offence and smothering defence to hold the Eagles to 2 points in the first quarter. The Eagles tried their best to get back in the game but they were unable to make any dents in this Nottingham lead who were having a great day offensively. In the end the Eagles lost 61-29 in a disappointing display for their last game. Struggles to get wins away from home and consistent play cost the Eagles dearly but with a fairly young and inexperienced team they should be able to improve on their 5th place finish next year and hopefully compete with the top teams and get to the playoffs.
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